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To the Honourable the Parliamene of the 
Common-wealth of ENGLAND. 


The Humble Petition of us Gentlemen, Free: bolders, and others | 
inhabiting the County of Worceſter. 


Snanvvert, 


- 


dS HAT your Petitioners having with grief obſerved 
+ both the Language of many Pamphlets and perſons 
WE of late times, againſt the Miniſters of Chriſt among 
Pg us, arid Petitions preferred to you: againſt their pre» 
) ſent maintenance,without any regard tothe fubfti 
fa tion of a fitter : and theſe pretending, to the relief 
ofthe impoveriſhed Nation, as if they were the very 
ſenſe and language of the body of this Cons 
oo. monwealth : We cannot but ſuſpect, yea diſcern:that | 
there is a. party that deſire and endeavour the fubyerſton of the Mirliftridy' 
yet have we hithetto remained fileht, partly in-hopes that they were ſofew' 
and inconſiderable, as not to deferve to be publikelytaken notice-of, and 
mentioned, to the difhonour of our Nation : partly that we might notins 
terrupt your weighty conſultations, but chiefly left we ſhould: be miſ-inter» 
preted to ſuſpect your fidelitie to the Miniſtrie, and conſequently.to 
Chriſtianity and Chriſt bimſelf : which we know: you muſt needs reſent” as 
an uncharitable cenſoriouſneſs, conſidering how evident you have ſeen, and 
how often acknowledged with greateſt ſolemnity, the Lord Jeſus -in yaur 
preſervations ; and how deeply you are engaged to him above moſt men 
on earth, and how ſetfibly you vindicated a perſecuted Miniftriein the ve- 
ry beginrimg ofthis Parliament. and how firongly you have obliged your 
ſetves, not only:to preſerve the Reformed Religion in Doctrine, 'Worthip, 
Diſcipline, and Goverriment ; but alſo to promote in all theſe a fu 
+#eformation where it-is wanting; as alſo — what a tenderreſpe& 
3 464 faithful Mimufirie you have all'along to this .day' profeſſed, and are 
3 #ilfronfolting for the Proplagation:of' the; G oſpel;/-and have: done Juſtice 
| (atfome oppoſersſo near you';. beſtdes the augnivhtations you liave allow 
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& gngrateful cenforiouſheſs/afd'tliankfully acknowledgeall your favors tothe 
” Miniftrie and Goſpel of the Lord ] mg who is Sb hy 2 you, 
| and ſee that you be no loſers by him and his Cauſe. But yet leaſt our con- 
 Enued ſilence ſhould ſeemto ſignifie our conſent to thoſe that would undo 
© us, under pretence of refeiving us ; and leſt they be thought to ſpeak our 
ſenſe, leſt their audaciouſneſs encreaſe .while none contradict them ; and 

" Teſt we diſhonour. our Nation in the eyes of the Chriſtian world,whileſt they 
"think that the voice of theſe few is-the common voice ; and leſt your own 
-hearts ſhould be overwhelmed with grief, not only to ſee ſuch a degenera- 
ted people living under your Government ; but alſo that -ſo few gain.ſay 
them, as ifthe Nation had loſt their love to the Goſpel : and that after 
ſach light, profeſſion and engagements ; and conſequently you may think 
they will prove an ungrateful people to you, who prove ſo ungrateful to the 
Lord their Saviour ; We have therefore adventured on this bold enterpel 
ation, and crave uw patience, while we do with more then ordinary” int- 
ny beſpeak you , ſeeing-[it is inthe zeal of the Lord, for his glory, 
© tis:Church; his Goſpel, andthe ſouls of our-ſelves and poterieyy Ve know 
it was by Minifters of the Goſpel,” that the Lord Jeſus did et up his*Kings 
"dom onearth, and hath fabdued ſo much of the World to himſelf ,: deſtroy- 
ins\the Kingdom of Darkneſs, Paganiſm, Idolatry , and wickedneſs : 'we 

- know he granted their Commiſſion upon the receptionofhis plenipotencie, 
__andupon his aſcending he gave them tor :the'-perfeRing of the Saints, and 
: tho dlifying: of his body, till they come to his-fulneſs, and that as' a means 

- reprefervethem from Seducers, and * being toſſed and carryed about as 
- childrenwith every wind of DoErine, Epb.4 9.to 15. and bath promiſed to 
be with them to. the end of the world : which promiſe he hath hitherco 
eminently accompliſhed. Tt is the Miniftrie by which Chriſt hath con- 
tinned: his Church to this day : nor do-we know, or have heard of that 
place onearth + where Chriſtianity was ever maintained in ſplendor and 
vigor (ifat all continued) without a Miniſtrie. It was the Miniſters by 
whom Chriſt did waken the ſuperſtitious world , and diſcover to them 
the: Romiſh deluſions ; and by whonr he: begun and: carryed on the 
Work of Reformation, by them exciting”a zealous Magiftracie ; and after 
all their-labours, multitudes of them did ſacrifice their lives' in the flames. 

' It is the writings of a learned able Miniftrie which yet ſtand up in the face 
--of Heatheniſh, Mahometan, and Romiſh adverfaries, to their vexation and 


* afret-ages are, and ſtill may be ſtabliſhed in the truth, againitall the: ſub» 
-zilſiehdeavours of Seducers. It is a learned, able, fairhful Miniſtrie, which 
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ed to many places where means was wanting. We diſclaim therefore. all fucls 


| confofion, which they may ſooner reproach or burn, then anfwer : by which - 


launting and diſcouragement of the Jeſuits and other deceivers, 


— 


ped 7 tid how-God-hrath broken thoſe powers" thit Kdve' difobeye 
abuſed rfiem,zChron36:ty/16,17.and h6iv ſeverely he Hdth deafciti Zwfk 
ore our eyes with that generation of mien that ſifenced, teptoiched, attd 
perſecuted ; we tremble at Gods Jadgernetits, and date not venter into 
the fame conſuming fire, whoſe flames are yet {6 frefhin our themory. _ 
- Your Petitioners having as in the prefence of the Lord made this neceſ- 
ary and ſolemn profefiion of rheir Judgetfients, Aﬀe&toris, and Reſofuti- 
ons, to acquairit you how far they are from «py or cotifentins to any 
dppoſers or underminers of the Miniſtry '4n& Gofpel of the Lord 7eſs, do 
aumbl _—_ themſelves, with theſe earhelt requeſts, is this Honout- 
le Afﬀ Y. .. | 


.. Firft, That you will be pleaſed, not only to continue your 6wning of, and 
Fende af oo apkckding or an Abie 5 Godly , Faithfatl Mixiſiry 
of which we darenort doubt) bar alſs that = wilt fo far countenance 
and encourape them in the Lords Work, atid diſcountenance afl that op- 
fe them, dire&ly or indirectly. that all the World, and eſpecially the 
People of thisxCommon-wealth, may Rifl- ſee, ant acknowledge your open 
nd refolved adhering to the Refortaed Chriſtian Religion, and Intereſt of 
he Lord Jeſus : and ſeeing all the ungodly (befides miſguided. diftempered 
hriſtians) are ever difcouragers of them, God having ſent them on a 
ork ſo unpleaſing to fleſh and blood, you will the more ſedulouſly encou- 
age them, as nurſing Fathers of the Church, 


Secondly, that you will be pleaſed to this end, to take fpecial care oftheir 
ompetent maintenance, that we may not have an ignorant Miniſtry, while 
they are forced to be labouring for food and raiment, while they ſhould be 
« br» ftudies, or watching over tlieiriflocks; and that through difabiliry 
deanpreparedneſs, they difgrace: not the'work of Chriſt, nor make it and 
thei: f omemptible, theredy-rejoy the enemy; and hindring the 
Rving of fouls; ſpecially feeing' it is expected that they credit their Do- 
drine with works of Clarity : Andifeeiag that a dependant ' and bepparly 
Miniſtry will tofe ſo miuch-of their Authority wittyrhe- ſouls that moſk need 
them, and:themſeives will be laidopenittheifore tempratiofof Man-ptea- 
ing ;- beſides: the ptobabilicy ofthefiffering of their children, wheti they 
re dead :- And.if the Miniſters:of this Age: be'never fo reſolved to continue 
heir warkthrongh at{neceſlivies; yer ir the next Age the Church is liketo 
de deftituce:and deſolate; booaaſe then: Will: er' their ſons to other ſtudies 
ndiimplo s.: Werherefore huribly crave; that this Honorable Aﬀen- 
: Will cot take downrhe preſent Muintenzfice by Tythes (though wehave 
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sniuchreaſorrts be fenfible-of theſe aconyentMiices that itischarged with, 
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- Fourthly, Thar you vill be pleaſed to continue your care of | the Lois 
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and the ftate of great Cities, and. populous Towns, where through the ex 
veeding aumber. of  ſouls,' one Maniſier hath more work then ean poſſibl 
bedone by many 2''whereby while they: are configctl-to. the publike wor 
alone, all private Miniſterial-JaſtruQion\,: Admonition ; :atd-other over- 
ſight, me needs be neglected: That therefore to ſuch very numerous 
Congregations, you iwould allow a mainterianchy, if not to Miniſters pro= 
portionable tothe number of ſouls, and greatneſs of the work ; yet at 
leaſt more then in ſmaller places: We offer but the Tame requeſt to : 


io,your places, which Chriſt hath: commanded ys. to offer" to.(3: | Kong, 
That o) 109 the hare gre and the Labonrets are few, more La : 
may be ſefirinto the harveſts: * ©. Otto tt ef 6ff75 © D193 | 
fities, ahi Schools 6f I , and tenderly preſerve their -maintehaty 

2nd-niceflary priviledges, the there may be a meet -fupply of Labourert 
for-the, continuation of the Goſpel,-and the glory of England to ous 


- 
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.  Fifthly, And becauſe ourſad diyifions in matter of Rqlgion, eſpecially 
abont Churth-Governmeni, *have been ſuch a hinderanceto the pro As. : 
tion of the Goſpel, that you mill de pleaſed ſpeedily ro implop your LE 
wiſdom and power for the healing of them: And to that end would call 
together ſome ofthe moſt godly, prudent, peaceable Nivines of each party, 
that differs' in points of Church-Government, and lay upon your” 
Commands and Adjuration, that they ceaſe not amicable c ms and - 
ſeeking God, till they have found out a meet way for accommodation and- 
unity, and acquainted you therewith: And if through Gods ifplea- 
fure againſt us, he ſhall ſuffer the ſpirit of diviſion and prejudice ſo far to - 
prevail, as to fruſtrate their conſultations (the contrary whereto we ſhould 
ſtrongly hope) that you'wopld:be pleaſed te adviſe with thoſe Divines that- 
are moſt KB and peaceable, anfleaſt addicted to parties; and there- 
upon to recommend at leaſt to the people, ſo much of Church-Onderand* 
Government, asyou finde to be clearly requiredby Jeſus Chriſt and'vouch-" 
fafe it your publique Countenance and Encouragement, thoughyou ſeruphe + 
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to the Houle, Matter Sp eakertold.: them, the Houle 
had readand corifidered is Petition. brought up 4 our.of 
-ounty. of Worceſter and the Houle.bad.comimands 
H zchemn chanks ore thebehalfof'rhoſ 
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